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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Upcoming event!
Queen Quet has
been widely
recognized for
sustainability
initiatives in her
community.

Volume 5, Issue 13
Reimagining Infrastructure: An interview with Dr. Brewitt
This week we are instigating a new
occasional feature for FGF called "Three
Questions (and Answers) Please." Any
member of the ENVS community can ask
three questions to another, about a
subject pertaining to their passion for the
environment. This week, Peter Brewitt
answered questions posed by John Lane.
Stay tuned for others!

Students in Dr. Savage’s
Hydrology & Water
Resources course spent a rainy
Monday afternoon assessing
habitat along the Lawson’s
Fork Creek at Glendale.

1. Tell us about your "Reimagining
Infrastructure" column for Orion Society.
My column, "Concrete Progress," looks at
innovative, creative approaches to all kinds of
infrastructure all over America. I focus on local
solutions - communities are using old wisdom
and new technology to fit their infrastructure
to their landscape, their culture, their
priorities. In the past, infrastructure was more
or less monolithic - think of the national
highway system, or the fact that you can get
the same exact produce in any supermarket in
any state in any month. Lots of our
environmental problems spring from this. I see
that changing.
2. Why should Wofford ENVS students be
interested in reimagining infrastructure?
Our infrastructure - not just roads and
bridges, but food systems, energy transfer

routes, waste streams - was all invented in
an older and more ignorant world.
Wherever they go, Wofford students will
find aging, inefficient infrastructure. Our
green Terriers have the knowledge and the
opportunity to change these things - making
smarter roads, cleaner agriculture, turning
waste into energy. If you seek a better
world, and I think Wofford ENVS students
do, reimagined infrastructure is the best
place to start.
3. Any Wofford infrastructure you have
reimagined yet?
I would dearly love it if we had a public
shuttle between campus and the Goodall
Center, so that anyone from the community
could spend an afternoon out there and get
back to campus in time for dinner.
I also wish that we had campus-wide
geoexchange heating and cooling. Imagine
being able to throw heat from the dorms (as
you woke up) to Burwell, to classrooms,
and back to your dorms.
PS - here is my favorite column:
https://orionmagazine.org/2013/11/conc
rete-progress-chilling-in-toronto/
And here is one on geoexchange at a college:
https://orionmagazine.org/2014/01/conc
rete-progress-staying-grounded/
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
February 13th

Deadline for 21st International Symposium on Society and Resource Management (ISSRM)
Abstracts: The theme is “Understanding and Adapting to Change” with four focus areas. See
Dr. Savage if you are interested in submitting an abstract and visit
http://www.issrm2015.iasnr.org/. The symposium will take place June 13-18, 2015 in
Charleston, SC.

February 18th

Saha Global Virtual Info Session: Learn more about their Global Leadership Program and how
to apply for summer session 2015. Go to http://sahaglobal.org/ to register for this webinar.

February 19th

Measuring Climate Change: Robert Erhardt, professor of Statistics at Wake Forest University
will be in Olin 101 at 3:30pm to talk about the current state of climate measurement and
modeling. Refreshments served 3:00-3:30 in Olin 204.

February 20th

Introduction to Natural Building: Kelley Adair will be at the Goodall Center, 7:00pm-8:30pm,
to present several different natural building styles and materials for use at home, on the farm,
and with community.

February 23rd

Fierce Green Fire Student Group: Next meeting at 8:30pm in BSA 1.

February 24

th

Upstate Forever’s ForeverGreen Annual Awards Luncheon: 11:00am at the Embassy Suites, 670
Verdae Blvd., Greenville. This year’s awards recipients include Wofford graduate Joseph
McMillin ’13. and will feature keynote speaker Gus Speth. Tickets are $50 and online
reservations can be made at http://upstateforever.org/forevergreenluncheon/.

March 1st

Deadline to apply for Michigan State University’s Kellog Biological Station Summer Research
Experience: Program runs May18-August 7, 2015. 8-10 undergraduates will be selected with a
$5000 stipend, free room & board, and up to $500 in travel and research expenses for the 12week program. For more information: http://www.kbs.msu.edu/index.php/education/ugrad/reu

Ongoing

Living Earth Sanctuary 2015 Internships: Positions available through the growing season (AprilNovember) and ask for a 3-month commitment with a minimum of 25 hr/week. Living Earth
Sanctuary is located in Kings Mountain, NC. Free room and board, meals, and educational
workshops – personal means of transportation is highly recommended.
https://livingearthsanctuary.wordpress.com/wild-dahlia-homestead/2015-internship/

Ongoing

The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow with good
work today. Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings.

Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website!

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
Columbia University – MPA in Environmental Science and Policy
The Earth Institute at Columbia University is a
global leader in the study of sustainability. It offers
students the opportunity to enroll in their Masters of
Public Administration in Environmental Science
and Policy in NYC, “the global nexus of sustainability,
policy, finance, and technology.”
This year’s program starts at the end of May
2015. Their website states: You have a chance to
embark on a journey that would give you the knowledge
and skills to make a difference. You could be part of the

cohort of students who will enroll in our one-year
program (summer, fall, and spring semesters) to learn
how to solve some of the most important problems facing
our planet. The program blends policy and science, and
it emphasizes management, leadership, and teamwork,
preparing students for leading positions in sustainability.
This year’s final application deadline is February 15,
2015.
For more information about the program, visit
http://www.earth.columbia.edu/articles/view/7
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